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[Translated for the Jesuit.] 
CHAPTER If. 
ON THE UNITY OF THE TRUE RELIGION. | 
XVI. 

First character of the divinity of christianity : the || 
incomprehensibility of its mysteries ; whatever is in- | 
finitely above reason, cannot be the object of its dis- 
coveries ; now, the mysteries of the christian religion 
are infinitely above the grasp of human reason ; such 
are, a simple and uniform nature, existing in three 
persons, really distinct ; a Son, co-eval with the Fa- 
ther ; a God made man in the womb of a Virgin ; a 
God, dying for sinners, and rising again from the 
dead ; a general resurrection, which will throw open 
the tombs of the dead at the end of the world ; a sin 
committed by one man only, and yet entailing its 
guilt on all. ‘The plan of the christian religion is not 
then the work of man, either as regards its invention 
or its execution. Without the assistance of God, man 
could never persuade his fellow man to give credence 
to a system of incomprehensible dogmas. 

XVII. 

Second character of its divinity: the purity and 
austerity of its moral code: it imposes on us the most 
severe and extensive duties, both to God, our neigh- 
bor and ourselves ; in our duty to God, it commands 
us to love him above all things, to adore him alone, 
to direct all our actions to him, to make our interests 
subservient to his glory, te renounce all, even life it- 
self, rather than violate the least precept of this'sov- 
ereign legislator : our neighbor, it commands us to | 
love as ourselves ; it bids us do unto all men, as we 
ourselves would wish to be done unto ; to do nothing | 
to another, that we would not have done unto our- | 
selves; to be unto all men, humble, complaisant, | 
obliging, charitable ; to pardon them freely the inju- 
ries we may receive from them ; tolove even our most 
bitter enemies ; to respect our superiors ; to render | 
unto Ceesar, the things that are Cesar’s ; to obey, as | 
we would God, the most severe masters; to give up 
every thing rather than rebel against the powers that 
be: with regard to ourselves, it commands us to be 
sober, temperate, chaste ; it forbids us to sin even in 
thought, to entertain impure desires, indecent fancies, 
orto hold licentious conversations ; we are command- 
ed to renounce ourselves, to combat our inclinations, 
to struggle incessantly against our passions, to des- | 














the miracles which God has wrought to authorize | the city of Boston, and certainly demonstrates a very 
the propagation of the gospel ; miracles bearing the great difference in the feelings of the enlightened 
impress of the Almighty, as the author of truth ; || oad better infomifed portion of the community at 


miracles which have bowed the pride of philosophers, : 
. . ° . : . > ° | ; 4 2 res 2 C j ; ] 7 
dissipated the prejudices of nations, reformed their ‘this day toward$'the professors of the Catholic relig 
||ion, as well as no small share of good sense in the 


morals and opened their eyes to the light, by giving u 
to the preachers of the gospel a force and eloquence || respectable merchant Who has thus taken upon him- 
|| self to name her, and whose property she is—nor is 


which neither Rome or Athens ever attained, and 
| 
|| it likely, upon the whole, he will incur in her voya- 


which consisted in persuading, not by periods and 
figures, but by prodigies. It appeared, indeed, natu- : 

: Y yi “ PI : ; || ges, any great loss by having adopted this method to 
| 


ral to those who witnessed these miracles, to reason 

thus: nature does not obey impostof§: but we see it || 
obeying these preachers and without offering them || 
the slightest resistance ; we cannot, tHerefore, look 
upon them as seducers, but as sent by God to teach 
us the truth. ‘* Yes, Lord, if what we believe is an 
error, it is you who have deceived us, for it has been 
authorized by signs and prodigies which you alone 





evince it. 

Thé Catholics in Lowell were greatly edified on Sundey, 
\| the 10th inst. in witnessing the recantation of Mr. Lovejoy, 
|| formerly a member of the Baptist church in that town. After 
'| the performance of a part of the morning service of the day, 
| and as soon as the Gospel had been read, this young man, pre- 
|| possessing in his appearance, presented himself, at the imvita- 
could work.”—Ricordus to St. Vict. book 2d on the || tion of the Rev. Pastor, and took his station outside of the rail- 
Trinity, chap. 2. But far be from us this blasphe- 1 ing, near the sanctuary, where, in a firm and audible tone of 
my. Oh eternal truth! you cannot deceive. Let voice, he read the Catholic profession of faith, as prescribed on 
us rather say in transports of acknowledgment, thy |! such occasions. His manner, during the ceremony of his re- 
testimonies, Oh my God, are worthy of belief. | ception into the Catholic church, was modest and unaffected, 
| and failed not to impress every one present with a full convic- 
|| tion of the purity and sincerity of his intention. With the per- 
| mission of the Rev. Pastor, he afterwards addressed a few 
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words to his former friends, who had assembled in considera- 
‘ble number in the church, to witness his admission, explana- 
| tory of his motives in changing his belief, and uniting himself 
This he did in a manner so very be- 
|| coming, and at the same time, with such an air of modesty, 

that he drew tears from the eyes of almost all who were pre- 

sent. Among other things, he assured them that the act which 

they had witnessed was not a rash one, but one suggested 
| purely and solely by a desire to save his soul—that he had not 
|embraced the Catholie religion hastily, or without refleetion— 
' ‘ | he had on the contrary given it a long and serious investiga- 
every discouragement has been, for so many hun- || tion—and that a perfect conviction of the trath of that religion 
dred years. faithfully transmitted to tuem. High- } was now the result of the inquiry he had made. He informed 
Mass was celebrated by the Rey. Mr. Tyler, and the || them that, like many others, and especially some of his former 
Rey. Mr. Drummond delivered an excellent pane- | brethren whom he saw there present, he had sometimes ridi- 


gyric in honor of the Saint, which was-well received culed and mocked at Catholicity, but wpon examination he had 
4 - c 4 . ° . 
. \\ discovered his wickedness and folly, as he was persuaded, 


| would be the case with every one of them, if they also should 
|| examine into its tenets dispassionately, and with a sincere de- 
He concluded with 
| telling them, that he should, with the assistance of God, strict- 
ly adhere to the religion which he had embraced ; and as he 
| rested all his hopes of eternal salvation on a firm and persever- 
| ing belief in its tenets, and in the faithful practice of all its du- 
at prayer, and all of them kneeling reverently with || 
their faces turned towards the altar, on the hard | 


pavement, and in the open street, in front of their 








Sr. Parricx’s Day.—On Sunday, the 17th inst. 

. ~ D 1a ic 2] sh. 

the Cathedral of the Hoty Cross was unusually to the Catholic church 
crowded. 


of Erin flocked from all parts of the country, to tes- 


The day being beautiful the pious sons 


tify their gratitude to God for the precious treasure 
they possess in the true faith planted in their native 
country by their great Apostle, and which under 


Hundreds were obliged to remain without doors in 
consequence of the crowd: but who, notwithstand- 
ing, would not be restrained from satisfying their || sire of learning and knowing the truth. 
devotion under any circumstance on this particular 
day, and afforded great edification to the good citi- 
zens of Boston, who beheld them, as they passed, 
ties, so it should be his study to co-operate continually with 
the grace of God, who had been pleased to make known to 
him, though unworthy, the error of his former ways, and to in- 
struct him in the only true way in which he would now have 
him walk. The church was crowded to excess. He was list- 
| ened to throughout the entire address with the most intense 


church. 








—_ 


We understand that a superb Ship is now build- | 





pise worldly goods, to possess them without feeling | 
attached to them, and to be ever ready to resign them. | 
It points out to us humility, lowliness, the contempt | 
of the world, sufferings, and all the evils to which 


life is subject, as the means which conduct to true | 


happiness, which is entirely spiritual. Happy, says 


it, are those who weep, for they shall find consola- | b a pe 
| of his present Holiness, Gregory XVI., which is to | 


tion! What morality! how sublime, how pure, how 
holy, but at the same time how severe, how austere ! 
What ! to contradict ourselves, to do violence unto 


ourselves, to hold our passions in constant subjection, || 


and all this under pain of eternal misery. Could 

man have persuaded the world to adopt this morali- 

ty ? No, it is not the work of man, but of God. 
XVIII. 


The third character of the divinity of christianity, | 


is the testimony of the prophets, who have foretold 
the birth of this legislator and the principal events 
of his life, by a long and continued succession of 
prophecies, each more definite than the preceding 
one. These prophets appeared in different ages, as 
ambassadors sent at intervals, by a great monarch, 
to announce the arrival of his Son. The nations ex- 
pect and desire him. He comes at length at the ex- 
pected time ; and, says St. Augustine, in his birth, 
in his life, conversation, actions, sufferings, death, 
resurrection and ascension, accomplished all that the 
prophets had foretold. How true is this religion ! 
What other can boast of having a founder, whose 
coming was predicted by the organs of divinity itself, 
long ere his appearance on earth. Who, but he to 
whom all times are present, could have revealed to 
the prophets all things that concerned Jesus Christ 
so many ages before their accomplishment. 
XIX 


The fourth character of divinity displays itself in 





interest, and a deep impression, it was evidently perceived, 


g, of five hundred tons 


| in burthen, belonging to Wm. | was made upon the minds of every individual present, Catho- 


| Tucker, a respectable merchant in this city, which, || lic as well as Protestant. 


May God bless and reward him ! 
| when finished, will be called, “The Sovereign Pon- ees 

. ¥ » T sller.1 
tiff’ Mr. Beecher, nephew to Dr. Beecher former- [From the Truth Teller.) 


TO DR. BROWNLEE. 


| sa tite’ bal ne edie’ tn coguina - 
| ly of this city, is actually engaged in carving a bust rasven oF. vie tnbden beret cwenen-or hey ti 


And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge thy 
dross, and take away all thy sin.—Isaiah, I. 25. 

Dear Sir.—Since the days of the lion-hearted Ri- 
chard, or, to go back to a more remote period, since 
the antique days of the quérulous Thersites under 
the walls of Ilion, many modes for the display of 
both moral and animal intrepidity have been assumed. 


serve as an ornament to the prow, from a portrait, 
print furnished by Bishop Fenwick, and which is || 
| considered by all who have seen him, a perfect like- 
! ness. From the well known talents of Mr. Beecher 
‘as an artist, it is expected the figure will be execut- 
ed in a very superior manner. The ae eo _— roman ~ have heer 

‘ . exemplars to some—others Dave earned an undyin 
Pp sa — a —— r a “~~ —- of) and eel fame by close attention to the ribald 
| Puritanism, when a Catholic priest was forbidden 


™ | extellencies of the foul-tongued Thersites. 
| under the severest penalty, to set his foot in this | In the intellectual world, too, illustrations of the 


|| State, and when the Pope and the Devil were an- || diversity characteristic of the human mind in its 
'| nually carriedin mock procession through the streets || Search for distinction abound. Here the routs trav- 


: . elled to the notoriety of fame are as various as pro~- 
of a that the time would so soon a when | phet could pre dict from the waywardness of man. 
a noble vessel would be constructed in this same | Some have toiled, and often, oh, how cheerlessly, in 
good city, and under the eyes, too, of some of the | the abysses of physical nature, to arrest her laws and 
very men who took an active part in those proces- || bring them up to light: others have rv sng 
sions, bearing on her stern the coat of arms, and of frame and head = npr B prion, have best 
even the venerable name of the head of the Catho- bap Arey omen beenae ae Terabe of earth, ha 

, , ‘ those, who, spurning the attractions Of earth, have 
lic church, and, in her prow, his august figure adorn- || soared on the wings of mathematical science to 
ed with a tripple mitre! Does not this look almost | 
like a tacit “honorable amends” to the venerable 


Heaven’s fields of radiance. But there is another 
Pontiff for the repeated insults which, in the days of 
blind bigotry, had been offered to his predecessors ! 
Whatever the case may be, it is highly creditable to 


class of distinctionists, and it would be disrespect to 

ass them by—the class of operative religionists. 
ony of its members, leagued to a more than com- 
mon share of the curse entailed on the children of 
Adam, toiling in the ‘ sweat of their brow,’ and pack 
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ar re 
horses to the interior spirit, have 
the ‘ Hebrew and Greek of the Holy Ghost,’ to make 
themselves, in the solemn words of Byron— 

“ To make themselves a monument ! 












favorite. ‘If this be logical and theological reason,’ 
“It is such stuff 
As dreams are made of.” mS 
The wreck of old opinions ;’ No answer, no proof, in your skirmishing letters ; 
to dissever the ties of religious unity, and fling man || nothing but assertion and reference in your good | 
a wanderer without haven or beacon light on the || earnest letter ; what is the inevitable inference ? You 
limitless sea of indefinite creed and indefinite relig-|| are unable to solve our queries! To greet you in| 
ion. | your own words—‘our enlightened community needs | 
To illustrate the few remarks now made by refer- no comments on this.’ ‘ So much for Buckingham ! 
ence to names in the various walks of intellectual}, Your ascension on the scale of logical worth and 
pursuit, would be straying from the goal we have in || distinction is now, evidently, seconded by our re- 
view. We must restrict ourselves to a more limited || marks on the proofs you have given of your rule of 
field—that of polemic fame. Here, too, there is a | faith. It is hoped they will captivate the approval 
wide expanse ; and, with our readers permission, we || of your friends ; those friends whose fears you sought | 
shall contract it. The controversial heroes of the || to allay, whose sympathies you desired to enlist, 
olden time shall be passed by—the names of the || when you made the strange admission of skirmishing. 
mighty dead, which once were like bannerets in the || Your prowess has been brilliant, your heroism tran- 
field of religious strife, may slumber in their vellum || scendant, your argumentative procedure irresistible. 
repose—a worm-eaten folio shall not be disturbed to || You struggle hard with necessity. But, should your 
extract a single agnomen. Our ambition is limited | achievements not dispel apprehensions of your ulti- 
to one—to Doctor Brownlee, a Preacher in the Mid- |, mate success, or lull suspicions of the chances of fu- 
dle Dutch church. His name, in itself'a host, is more | ture triumph, still we would entreat them to visit you 
than ample matter to impart the lustre of embellish- |, with commiseration. Judging, however, from your 
ment to our preceding remarks. His letters, and, oh, | past efforts, there is as yet no favorable omen of a 
ye members of the Middle Dutch church, his powers || brightening change. The vista of futurity is dark 
of ratiocination! Theological in his matter, logical) with storm. As a pledge of shelter in the closing 
in his proof, invincible in his arguments, rigid in his i] catastrophe of the polemic strife, it were well the | 
references, definite in his terms, classical in his phra- || kindly affections of their hearts were called into ac- | 
ses, solid in his Scripture texts, happy in his quota- || tion as soon as possible. Facility of performance is 
tions—did the old Stagyrite return to earth he would | aided much by early practice ; and the ease of habit 
shun an encounter !—Gentle in his words, courteous | is free from those harsh breaks which untutored and | 
in his allusions, fastidious in his compliments, would || undisciplined minds display. Should the result be 
Homer’s Thersites wear the wreath of victory ? | what is now anticipated—gloomy and disastrous to 
“ Et vitula tw dignus et hic.” | the champion of the Calvinistic creed, the words of 

From your cua.cence and first letters, from your | St. Paul are submitted to their thoughts. ‘ Charity 
logic and your matter, it was obvious, Rev. Sir, you | never falleth away, whether tongues cease, or know- 
were an erudite of no common mould, of no common || edge be destroyed.’ 1 Cor. 13, 8. You know, Rey. 
east in structureof mind. You evidently lurked after | Sir, from the ‘ Hebrew and Greek of the Holy Ghost,’ 
the distinction of report and martyrdom of fame. But |, that the ‘tribulations of the just are many’—and 
if a doubt could have remained, or a misgiving exist } that ‘he who exalteth himself shall be humbled.’ 
to complete the fulness of proof, there are data in the | Now, if the rays of pity shoot out from the hearts of 
wildest Juxuriance of abundance in your last extra-| your ‘friends,’ warm, refreshing, and vivifying as from 
ordinary production, to remove all suspicion. You | us, the tear that weeps over your fall will blend with | 








| 


r % 
dradged through || faith! Is-this the outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s || of it. I have discussed it.’ We are ignorant of: 


Vo, s 


‘import you attach to the term—discussion. B 
| know it is not proof, since the shadow of Jog, 
| proof is not to be found in your discussion. If 
rule be of infinite importance, as you admit, why 
establish the basis on which it rests—why not y 
|the Bible to be the word of God? Again, in 
letter, No. 2, you write thus gently—* But, I am 
‘tenacious: I yieldto courtesy : qua via ducit, seg 
Since you insist on it, that the rule shall be dige 
| first, even so be it: only let none of us Propose q 
treat.’ Here there is a promise urbanely expres 
|to the ear, but oh, how broken to the hope! 
Bible is not yet proved to be the word of God, q 
jyet, inthe same letter from which the preeeg 
passage is taken, you yoke the interior spirit to q 





| interpretation of five Scripture texts to prove the; 


fallibility of the Bible. This is a ludicrous spegj 

of the nursery see-saw logic ; or, to dignify it wig 
a scholastic appellation, this is a happy illustratig 
of the vicious circle. The interior spirit is tasked} 
prove the infallibility of the Bible, and the Bible j 
used to prove the right of the interior spirit! Yo 
insist on the Bible being the only rule of faith; thy 
each individual, no matter how gross or uncultivatej 
‘in mind, possesses the right to adopt that sense ¢ 
Scripture which appears to him the best accordj 
with truth ; that God has promised the illuminatig# 
| necessary to discover this accordance with truth, and, 
'yet, all this you pretend to prove from Serj 
texts, ere the Scripture is proved to be the word ¢ 
'God! Can any procedure be more absurd—mop 
evidently defective in argumentative precision? | 
|not this the vicious circle?) The Preacher in th 
| Middle Dutch church will obstinately pretend, that 
the Catholic, by admitting the church to judge of th 
_sense of Scripture, invests it with an authority supe 
/rior to that of God, yet he will concede this author. 
| ty to each individual! We would intreat the ‘chris 
| tian’ public to note this inconsistency. 

| But you, Rey. Sir, and every Calvinist professing 
| adhesion to the principle on which your rule of faith 
|is founded—the right of private interpretation of 
| Scripture, contradict this principle and this rule ¢ 








“are ambitious of renown—fond of the public gaze. | the smile that consoles. This, if not of oblivion, will | faith by your conduct. You do not adhere to the 


Blame not the structure of the pedestal on which we | be the symbol of forgiveness ; and then you may en- | sacred Scriptures solely ; you add to them, and thi} 


shall fix you. treat them in the rapturous words of the Psalmist— || was observed in our last letter, but you found it no 

Your first letters you said were ‘ skirmishing’—the |‘ You are my refuge from the trouble which hath en- || your interest to grapple with the unyielding forced 
last, then, of course, is serious conflict. Your first |compassed me ; my joy, deliver me from them that | the remark. You shunned it in the spirit of crafty 
letters are merely illustrative of your powers of surround me.’ Ps. 31, 7. |Calvinicity. Why are there, we demand of you, if 
* squinting’—the last—it is hoped we do not bear) But, Rev. Sir, there is an obtuseness of intellect | the Scriptures solely be your rule of faith, why are 
false witness—the last is direct, unerfing vision—the | that often resists the most palpable evidence, and, || there catechisms, professions of faith, synodical dé 
completion of cool, logical and theological argument. || possibly, you may labor under this affliction. It niay, || cisions 1?) Why condemn the Anabaptists, the Armé 
To aid our readers and especially the members of | perhaps, be imagined the pity of your friends and |nians, Socinians 7 Why did your holy founder Joh 
the Middle Dutch church, in the appreciation of this || the members of the Middle Dutch church is not yet || Calvin, illuminate the streets of Geneva with the ft 
direct and unerring vision—the demands expressed |} needed. The following passage from your ‘good | neral pile of the unfortunate Servetus? All equally 
in our former letters, are a THIRD time repeated. || earnest’ letter claime#their solicitude ; and, when ad- || as you may pray, and invoke the aid of the interior 
You, Rev. Sir, have not yet answered them. Excuse || ded to your see-saw probation of your rule of faith, || spirit to interpret the Holy Scripture; and all, 
the iteration. Pardon our adherence to singleness | if the tear of pity do not flow for a hapless favorite || equally as you, may exult in the truth of their inter- 
of object. ‘Tell us how you know the Bible to be | of the interior spirit, their hearts must be callous— || pretation. 
the word of God? How do you know which books |, untrained in the charity of St. Paul. The rudest || and fix a tariff rate on the interpretation of others! 
were written by divine inspiration ? Does the Bible || intellect, not blinded by the prejudice of party zea- || Is the Middle Dutch church the only tabernacle of 





Will you establish a monopoly of trade, | 
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contain the whole word of God, or does it not ?’| lotry, will, however, appreciate its worth. ‘ You || the interior spirit? Does not the ‘ Lord of the con 


Have these steps in the logical order of dependancy | have no right,’ you affirm, ‘to pronounce sentence’|| science’ deign to dwell in the temple of the Unitari § 


been solved? The following passage from your let- | on one of my arguments: you are neither judge nor jan? Do you and the Unitarian agree on the num 
ter of direct and unerring vision, from your letter in || jury : it belongs to the christian public, to pronounce || ber of the articles of faith? If you do not, whyis 
which there was to have been no ‘ skirmishing,’ is | finally on mine and your arguments.’ What, worthy | the Unitarian in error? He professes as sincere re 
your reply. ‘* We have,’ says Doctor Brownlee, ‘in| and excellent Preacher in the Middle Dutch church, | Spect as you for the Scriptures—he prays and in 
our last two letters, in the briefest manner possible, || We possess no right to pronounce sentence on one of | vokes the assistance of the ‘ Lord of the conscience.’ 
established the truth of the authenticity and inspira- || your arguments ! What, not even a squinting per-|| Why, then, should not the ‘ Lord of the conscience’ 
tion of the Holy Scriptures ; and, thence, shewed that mission allowed ! What, not even the permission of accept the invitation ; and why should not the inter 
this evidence is the perfect evidence of the infallibility || private judgment ! Your reasons, Rey. Sir, for this | pretation of the Unitarian be the very essence of 
of the Bible : in which the Holy Ghost as the infal- || inquisitorial decree ? Is it because the interior spirit |truth? His authority is equal to yours; and the 
lible judge, speaks to us, &c. This also, decides the || does not speak through your letters? Are the ‘He- | basis of his system of faith, derived from the princi 
canonicalness of each of the books, which constitute ren and Greek of the Holy Ghost,’ less gifted with | ples of your rule of faith, is founded on more logical 
the entire number of the holy canon of Scripture. infallibility than your writings? Is it impiety ‘to | and more consistent inferences. Do, Rev. Sir, it 
Every book established by the evidence referred to, |, pronounce sentence,’ is it impiety to aid the ‘ chris- | treat your interior spirit to evolve the difficulties and 
is of that canon, and every book which is not sustained || tian public’ in pronouncing sentence on the lucubra- || consequences embodied in the preceding hints. It 
by this evidence is not to be received into the canon!! || tions, non-arguments, non-proofs, obloquies, vitupe- | is hoped the ‘christian public,’ and especially the 
This, then, is your cool, logical, and theological | rative allusions, and discursive declamations of Dr. | members of the Middle Dutch church will attend to 
answer. Conscious of your defects, aware of the in- || Brownlee’s ‘ skirmishing’ and ‘ good carnest letters! | your explanations. We, of course, not being trained 
ferences which must have been made by minds in the ! What, the Holy Scriptures less privileged than your | to ‘the Protestant lesson and logic, have no right to 
slightest degree capable of reflection, and to cheer || crude and profless effusions! There have been in- || pronounce sentence—we are neither judge nor jury " 
the drooping expectations of the members of the | quisitors less wanting in the attributes of severe mer- | Having shown the futility of your reasoning in e 
Middle Dutch church, you thus wrote at the close of | cy than you. We have no right to pronounce sen- | tablishing your rule of faith, the only topic, which, 
your letter, No. 2.—‘ One word to my friends, this] tence on one of your arguments—and this, shade of | in strictness, should have occupied your attention, 
eall only skirmishing ; for 1 am pressed for want of | Geneva’s Apostle, you term ‘ Protestant lesson and | we shall now notice the serious deficiences in yout 
time—I propose to begin the controversy with my) logic!’ Be it so—we concede it ; and, in the full- |last ‘good earnest’ letter. It is, we must say, & 
learned opponents, soon, in good earnest.’ You ad- || ness of our hearts, and gratitude for the candor of | strange blending of matter absolutely irrelevant to 
mit the controversy to have been commenced in || your words of truth, we receive your admission, that, | the primary subject under dispute. You adduced® 
‘ good earnest.’ What are your arguments? Where || ‘ we are by our habits, of course, strangers to this | few texts of Scripture to establish its infallibility, and 
do they exist? Mark the Calvinicity of the strata-|| Protestant lesson and logic.” Excuse our wayward- | this, be it remembered, ere the Bible was shown to 
gem. You refer to your skirmishing letters for the | ness, while we indulge in our old habits. Visit us || be the word of God. The conclusions deduced from 
answers to our queries! In the records of contro-|| With clemency, most rigid inquisitor—for we are | your texts were proved to be illogical, hence, they 
versial logic can any thing be discovered so utterly || most rebelliously disposed to mock your despotism, | are useJess in argument. You, Rey. Sir, have not 
puerile, so recklessly impotent, so absolutely want- | and laugh at your assumption of authority. The | refuted our explanations of these texts. They, a8 
ing in respect to Calvin’s creed, your station as a|| right you would invest in all to judge of the Hebrew || yet, exist in their strict force. Our readers are re 
Preacher in the Middle Dutch church, and your cha- || and Greek of the Holy Ghost, we will assume, par- || ferred to the second column, page 70 of the ‘ Truth 
racterasascholar! In your ‘good earnest’ letter || don us, against your ‘Protestant lesson and logic,’ | Teller.’ 
you refer for the proof of your rule of faith to the || and arguments—not one, but all. | You are evidently not familiar with the writings of 








preceding letters where no arguments exist ; and, in 
the preceding letters, where you admit you were but 
skirmishing, you palliate your inattention to argument 
by the promise of display in your good earnest letter, 
where neither argument nor proof are given! Were 
it not reducing you.to the innocent simplicity of in- 
fancy, we should consign you to the nursery to be 
rocked.to the old lullaby. ‘see saw, Margery Daw.’ 





{s it thus a man acquainted with the ‘Hebrew and 
Greek of the Moly Ghost’ establishes his rule of 


proofs of your rule of faith ; but to the present in-| 
stant you have studiously, designedly, kept aloof 
from all rational argument on the real question; to | 
the present instant a proof, in the most remote sense 
satisfactory, has not been given by you. In no ra-| 
tional sense have you proved the Bible to be the word 
of God. On this we insist, and will insist. In your 
letter, No. 2, you say, ‘I deem the rule to be of in- 
Jinite importance. Ihave not declined the discussion | 








You have been repeatedly asked, Rev. Sir, for the | your ‘ hero of the Reformation,’ Martin Luther: your 


denial of our charges relative to his rejection of the 
epistle of St. James, &c. is proclaimed in a most 
dogmatical form—yet it is not true. We repeat your 


and the ‘christian public’ may appreciate your dere- 
liction of truth. ‘ You gravely (that is, we) asserted 
that Luther rejected the Epistle of St. James, He- 
brews, &c. Tris I so.emNiy pENy; and every theo 
logian knows that your assertion is false!’ Patience, 





words, that the members of the Middle Dutch chureh, | 
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No. 12. 


gentle Doctor—suppress the ebullitions of your in- 
terior spirit—this matter does not depend on the 
‘ Hebrew and Greek of the Holy Ghost.’ Was Lu- 
ther ‘ halfa monk’ when he wrote the work, De Capt. 
Babyl. If you have read it, you must have noted the 
following words— Si uspium deliratum est, viz. de 
extrema unctione, et etiam si esset epistola Jocobi, 
dicerem non licere apostolum sacramentum instit- 
uere.’ ‘If the madness of folly were ever displayed, 
that is, in reference to extreme unction, though it were 
the Epistle of James, I would say it was not in the 
power of an Apostle to institute a sacrament.’ In 
the original edition of Luther’s works printed at Jena, 
this canonical epistle is insulted with the terms dry, 
chaffy (straminosa) and unworthy of the apostolic 
spirit. The epistle of St. Jude is called ‘ superfluous 
and useless,’ superfluam et inutilem. For farther in- 
formation we refer you to the first edition of Luther’s 
German New Testament and its thousand errors 
published in the year 1522. When you have read it, 
your interior spirit will be enlightened, your tone of 
dogmatism subdued, and your ignorance instructed. 
To enhance the estimate of your ‘ hero of the Refor- 
mation,’ we present you with the judgment of Zuin- 
glius of this eminent Bibhomastix—Zuinglius, it is 
presumed, is one of your theologians. ‘ Thou dost 
corrupt the word of God, Luther. Thou art seen to 
be a manifest and common perverter of the Scrip- 
tures.” Zuing. Op. Tom. 2 Lib. de Sacr. ad Luth. 
But, possibly, you may reject the authority of Zuin- 
glius as you do that of Mosheim, alluding to your 
favorite ‘ primitive christians,’ the Albigenses. Re- 
ceive, then, the infallible evidence of Luther himself 
against Luther; and, on the next Sabbath, ‘ with 
divine permission,’ present it to the members of the 
Middle Dutch church, as a happy effort in the art of 
interpolation. In St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, 
3, 28, there exists the following text—‘ We conclude 
that a man is justified by faith, without the deeds of 
the law.’ After the word faith, Luther adds the 
word alone. Does your hero of the Reformation ex- 
press regret for his corruption of the text? No, he 
defends it, and his defence is in terms of the most 
gross, profane and insulting arrogance. Mark the 
temper of his language. ‘Sic volo, sie jubeo. Sit 
pro ratione voluntas. Lutherus ita vult, et ait se 
doctorem esse, super omnes doctores in toto papat. 
Propterea debet yox sota in meo Novo 'Testamento 
manere .... . etiam si omnes papasini ad insan- 
iam redigantur, tamen eam inde non tollent. Pe- 
nitet me quod non addiderim et illas duas voces om- 
NIBUS ET OMNIUM, Viz. sine omnibus operibus omnium 
legum.’ Sth vol. of Luther’s works, page 141, original 
Jena edition. As the import of this modest and in- 
spired extract, though not in the ‘ Hebrew and Greek 
of the Holy Ghost,’ may be interesting to the mem- 
bers of the Middle Dutch church, we present it to 
them in English. * This is my will, this is my com- 
mand. Let my will be reason. So Luther com- 
mands, and he proclaims himself a doctor pre-emi- 
nent above all the doctors of the entire papacy. 
Therefore the word atone shall remain in my New 
Testament . . . . thoughall the popish asses should 
run rabid, they shall not remove it. 1 regret the 
words witHouTt ALL and or ALL were not introduced, 
namely, without all the deeds of all the laws.’ 
way of additional strength, to prove that Luther re- 
jected the Epistle of St. James, you are referred to a 
Protestant authority, Buck’s Theological Controver- 
sy, article, Lutherans. 

We now interrogate you, did we affirm truth, when 
it was said Luther rejected a portion of the Scrip- 
tures? Did we make a ‘ powerless attempt to in- 
jure the hero of the Reformation” Was Luther 
‘half a monk,’ a thorough divine, when he wrote the 
preceding edifying passage 7? There is, also, another 
important question to be asked ; is it repeated from 
our last letter, because the whispering of the interior 
spirit warned you to evade it by—falsehood and a 
‘solemn denial.” Was Luther right in rejecting a 
part of the sacred Scriptures you receive ; are youin 
error while admitting what he rejects? Is Luther 
in error; are you right? The ‘christian public’ 
await your answer. Let there be no squinting; no 
plea of ‘skirmishing’ to cheat the hopes of your 
friends. 

The mode of disproof adopted by you against our 
allusions to ‘honest John Wesley,’ is new in the art 
of criticism. It must be noted. ‘ I have no doubt,’ 
you say, ‘that you have misquoted honest John.’ 


In the || 










THE JESUIT. 47 
Rey. Sir, to the convictions they wrought ; they are || tence of the Bible. We assure you, Rev. Sir, that 
thus expressed in the ‘ Minutes of Conversations be- || the thinking public will regard you with a suspicious 
tween the Rev. Messrs. John and Charles Wesley, | eye, when they see you attempting to prove the in- 
&c. June 25th, 1771.” spiration of the Holy Scriptures by their own reason- 
Quest. 5. What was the rise of Methodism, so cal- |, ableness and characters of divine wisdom, in order to 
led ? |, evade the authority of the church of Christ. Allow 
Ans. In 1729, two young men reading the Bible, || us to ask you, whether it is by these characters you 
saw they could not be saved without holiness, follow- | have discovered the Song of Solomon to be inspired ? 
ed after it, and incited others so to do. They saw /||'To deny that the Catholic church ‘had not the hon- 
| likewise that men are justified before they are sanc- || or of giving authority to this Song, would Sir, touse 
‘tified : but still holiness was their point. God then || your own words, be ‘sheer knavery or a derange- 
|| thrust them, utterly against their will, to raise a holy | ment in the moral faculty.’ It now remains with you 
|| people. When Saran could no otherwise hinder this, | to shew, that the same authority, which in the first 
\| he threw Calvinism in their way!’ Here, then, Dr. | ages of the church, discriminated and proscribed so 
| Brownlee, and ye members of the Middle Dutch) many false Gospels, has lost the right of judging and 
\church, Calvinism, in the opinion of ‘honest John,’ | proscribing the false interpretations tha: have and 
| 1s the agent used by Satan himself'to prevent holiness! |) may be given to the true Gospels. We hold it to be 
Again, from the ‘ good man’s’ journal of the year | a palpable contradiction, to receive from the hands 
1773. ‘Monday, Nov. 1, I set out for Norfolk, and | of the church the book of the Gospel, and to ascribe 
| came to Lynn while the congregation was waiting for | to it a false meaning which the church reprobates. 
|me. Here was once a prospect of doing much good ; | The tradition then of the church must accompany 
| but it has almost vanished away. Catvinism break-| and explain the sense of the Gospel. We have al- 
| ing in upon them, has torn the infant society in| ready cited the authority of the learned Dr. Hare, 
| pieces |’ Here the ‘ good man,’ who could interpret | Protestant Bishop of Chester. His words will open 
|| the ‘Hebrew and Greek of the Holy Ghost,’ says |) the eyes of many who have been deluded by your 
|| that Calvinism prevented the ‘prospect of doing much | mischievous rule of faith.‘ The orthodox faith, says 
|good!’ Honest and seraphic John, thy words are | the learned Prelate, does not depend upon the Serip- 
|¢in the way’ of Dr. Brownlee’s interior spirit. We | tures considered absolutely in themselves, but as ex- 
refer him to Dr. Bangs. || plained by Catholic tradition.’ And here, Rev. Dr. 
You assert it was not ‘in your way to drag in the || we call your attention to the words of the famous 
name of John Wesley ;’ was it in your way to solve || Dudith, in his Epistle to Beza. ‘If that be the truth, 
the difficulties introduced into the dialogue between || which the ancient fathers have, with one accord pro- 
yourself and the Arian cobbler ? You left the cobbler |, fessed, it must be owned, that this. truth will be 
to ‘stick to his last.’ Why not ‘ squint’ at the diffi- || wholly on the papists side.’ See Brerely’s Protestant 
culties involved in our remarks on the Epistle of St. Apology, Tract 1, Sect. 3. Now, Rey. Sir, as the 
Barnabas? Are the authorities of Du Pin and Dr. | most learned Protestants acknowledge, that we have 
Lardner ‘in your way?’ Were they ‘half monks | the Holy Scriptures on the authority of the Catholic 
Considering the character of the station you hold | church, nay, on the authority of the Roman Catholic 
in the Middle Dutch church, we regret the irksome || church, for Dudith says, that all the ancient fathers, 
and painful necessity imposed on us to note so fre-| are on ‘the side of the papists ;’ and your favorite, 
quently your ‘solemn denials’ and utter disregard of || Middleton, says, ‘that he pities the Protestants when 
| truth—even in the teeth of St. Paul. You say you || he sees them struggling to reconcile the fathers to 
| have visited the Philadelphia Lunatic Asylum—this | the reformation.’ Have you not made a distinction 
|may be the radical cause of the aberrations of your | without a difference, between the Catholic church 
\intellect. ‘Not one book,’ asserts Dr. Brownlee, | and the Roman Catholic church? It is the impos- 
|‘ not one sentence of inspired Scripture is known to be | sibility of reconciling those great lights of christian- 
lost.’ Is St. Paul an authority admitted by your in- | ity to the reformation, that drew on them the dis- 
terior spirit? Read his words from the 4th chapter, || respect of such preachers as you, and of which the 
16th verse, of his Epistle to the Colossians. ‘And | celebrated Warburton bitterly complains in his Ju- 
|when this Epistle is read amongst you, cause thatit| lian I. ‘A sovereign contempt for the authority of 
be read also in the church of the Laodiceans ; and | the fathers, is what now-a-days, makes a Protestant 
'that ye likewise read the Epistle from Laodicea.’ | in fashion, but this is prejudicial to religion and also 
| Where is the Epistle from Laodicea? in the Jirst | to learning.’ Pity he had not seen Dr. Brownlee’s 
| Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians, c. 5, v. 9, the ||‘ squints’ on the Protestant rule of faith. He would 
| words are—‘ I wrote to you in an epistle, not to keep |, have been opposed by the authority of Chillingworth, 
company with fornicators.’ The Epistle of St. Paul || whose words as quoted by Dr. Brownlee, are subver- 
|containing the words now quoted, is the first to the || sive of the christian religion. If they have any bear- 
| Corinthians, and he refers to an Epistle written by | ing on the point in debate, they deny the right of the 
‘him prior to this first. Where isit? In opposition | church of God to direct the consciences of men, and 
|to this glaring and invincible evidence, will you now | to keep them to her own interpretation of the Holy 
| recklessly and unblushingly assert, that ‘not one sen- || Scriptures. Recollect, Rev. Sir, that Christ prom- 
tence of inspired scripture is known to be lost 1’ We | ised to teach his church all truth; that he himself 
1 recommend you to the pity of the members of the |, would remain with her to the end of the world. Re- 
|| Middle Dutch church; to the sympathies of the | collect that St. Paul calls her the ‘pillar and the 
|* christian public !’ | ground of truth,’ and it is on this very account, that 
The length of our communications, Rey. Sir, ap- 











| | the church says to you Right learned Doctor, ‘That 
| pear to displease you. You were nearer the truth || Bible which you do not understand is abused by you. 
_ had you attributed your displeasure to our arguments, || You pervert it to your destruction, by preferring the 
|and the elucidation of your rule of faith. Itinvolves || crude vagaries of your own brain to my sense of it. 
| you in the most illogical contradictions, insuperable | Sit down at the feet of your old mother, and learn 
| difficulties, and in ‘ solemn denials’ against the most || from her what she has been taught by the Spirit of 
| evident truths—against St. Paul himself. The length | truth. If like the soul in the canticles, you know not 
|| must, in fairness, be attributed to you. Had you ad-|, where the Bridegroom feedeth, ‘ get thee forth by the 
| hered to the probation of your rule of faith, we should steps of the flocks, and feed thy kids by the tents of 
|| have been brief, concise. ‘But holy Mother,’ says Doctor 





Had you adhered to the || the Shepherds.’ 
|| logical order of procedure, and solved our queries || Brownlee, ‘this is contrary to what Paul says,’ 2 
|| logically and theologically, without submitting to the | Cor. 1, y. 24, ‘ Not for that we have dominion over 
| whisperings of your ‘interior spirit,’ the grand basis | your faith.” ‘Not at all, my child,’ continues the 
_on which our future discussions should rest, would | church—you seém not to understand St. Paul. He 
| have now been established. But he is more than} was accused of claiming a tyrannical and arbitrary 
| earthly who can stay your deflections of vision—your || dominion over the faith of the Corinthians, and this 
|| squintings. You admitted the infinite importance of || he disclaimed ; but recollect that he writes to the 
| your rule of faith, and yet you introduce a thousand || Galatians as follows: ‘ Though we or an angel from 
topics remote from the subject under debate. Your || heaven preach any other Gospel unto you let him be 
views, your intentions, are obvious. Our arguments, | accursed.’ Gal. 1, vy. 8. Here you see that he de- 
and illustrations of your rule of faith, you avoid ;|| manded an entire submission to the doctrine he had 
| and then, to conceal your infirmities, irrelevant mat-| taught them ; and I also demand an unqualified sub- 
ter is brought into view. The uneducated and pre-|| mission to my interpretations of the Sacred Writings, 
judiced minds of the Calvinistic party are cheated |)and my warrant for so doing I have already exhib- 
into a high estimate of your prowess as a scholar|| ited to you.’ ‘You are therefore infallible” says 





This, then, is sufficient warranty to reject an evi-| 
dence, because, ‘ you have no doubt!’ Your mere | 
doubt, however, must not be admitted to a higher or- | 
der of critical evidence than your ‘ solemn denial’ of | 
our testimony of Luther. We at once subvert it by | 
a reference to the preface to ‘honest John’s’ ser- | 
mons, and, as we need not the interference of * Dr. | 
Bangs of the Christian Advocate,’ in quoting a simple 
passage from Wesley’s writings, you are referred to 
the learned Doctor to explain the difficulties involved 
in your rule of faith by the admission of Wesley. 
The preface from which the passage was selected 
was written by honest John himself in the year 1771. 
You will find it in the 5th vol. of Harper’s edition of 
his works, printed in this city, in 1826. But, we, 
receive a little more truth stamped with the authori- 
ty of your ‘good man,’ ‘honest John,’ against the 
religion you profess—Calvinism. The founder of 
Methodism was, of course, seraphically intimate with 


and disputant. If a single topic introduced by you, 
no matter how indefinitely distant from the real point | 
at issue, be not met, you are cheered as victor, and | 
seated in atriumphal car. This is the secret of your 
polemic conduct up to the present time. Thus your 
‘christian public’ are guiled. This is the artifice of 
your Calvinicity with the members of the Middle 
Dutch church. The import of these few remarks, 
will, we are sure, with all judicious readers, be ad- 
mitted as a sufficient plea for the length of our com- 
munications. Therefore, let us onward. 

We have fully proved, that Protestants have been 
obliged to admit of tradition and church authority, 
in order to admit of Scriptureitself. We have quot- 
ed Field and Hooker, in our last letter, and they dis- 
tinctly tell us, that we know the Scriptures only thro’ 
the medium of the Catholic church. The veracity, 
then, Rey. Sir, of her tradition, is the corner stone 
of your faith, and to her testimony, you must give 

















the dove—breathing of the ‘ interior spirit.’ Attend, '! implicit credit, before you can believe a single sen- 





Dr. Brownlee. ‘Yes,’ ‘ lam the pillar and the ground 
of truth.’ ‘I cannot, therefore, give you for Scrip- 
ture, what is not Seripture, and for the meaning of 
Scripture, what is not its meaning.’ ‘ But where is 
this infallibility lodged ?’ says Dr. Brownlee. ‘ Some 
of your children say it is in the Pope alone.’ * Who- 
|ever told you so, told you what is not true, the in- 
| fallibility which I hold you to, is not lodged in the 
| Pope alone, and no enlightened son of mine ever 
taught this doctrine.’ ‘Others place your infallibi- 
lity in a general council, epee of the Pope,’ 
remarks Dr. Brownlee. ‘No such thing,’ answers 
‘the church. ‘ Where then is your infallibility ” * It 
is seated in all my Bishops and Pastors throughout 
the whole world, professing the same doctrine, and 
united in faith and communion with their Supreme 
Pastor, the Bishop of Rome. It also resides in @ 
general council, at which the Pope is present either 
in person or by his legates, after it is confirmed by 
the Pope himself. This is an article of faith where- 
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in all Catholics agree. See Snares de fide p.5, sec. || of such consequence, but diligently to search out, 
7, No. 9. You now know where to find my infalli- | which of all the societies of men in the world, is that 


bility, and on this subject you will discover no diffe- 
rence of opinion among my children.’ ‘ But did not 
the council of Pisa depose two Popes?’ ‘Their 
election was doubtful and they could not have been 
considered by me as true and lawful Popes.’ ‘ Was 
not John XXIII. a lawful Pope 1’ Dr. Brownlee will 
say. ‘* He was until he violated the condition of his | 
election by running away from Constance. By vio- 
lating this condition, viz. that he should resign, if 
the peace of the church required it. The Papal chair 
became vacant and John was virtually dead.’ ‘ But 
did not the council of Basle excommunicate Eugeni- 





us the 4th?’ «It did not. He was excommunicated || to our enemies for our justification. 


/ment.’ We feel no small satisfaction in seeing you 
|thus abandoned by the great lights of christianity, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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blessed company of holiness, that spouse of Christ, 
and church of the living God, which is the pillar and 
ground of truth, that so we may rest in her judg- 





and also by the brightest ornaments of Protestant- 
ism. Peter Martyr, in his Common Places, part 2, | 
says, ‘doubtless among all testimonies, that testimo- | 
ny is of the greatest account, which is given by the | 
enemies.’ Tully also says, in his Oration for Ceci-| 
lius, ‘ Testimonium tuum, quod im aliena re leve est, | 
hoc contra te grave.’ It is, therefore, that we run} 
You claim them | 


by a schismatic club only. The Popes then who||as yours and you see they have abandoned you. | 
were opposed by the councils of Pisa, could not be | Hooker, and Field, and Calvin, and Luther, have | 


considered as Popes. And John the twenty-third 
tually forfeited his title. 


in ignorance and falls to the ground ; and if you wish 
for further information on this head, go to my faith- 





ful son Bellarmine, and he will tell you that all Ca-| the church of Rome, ‘the sanctuary of God.’ 


‘said more in our favor, than you, we believe, are | 
who was deposed by the council of Constance, ac-|| aware of; for your satisfaction, you shall hear what || 
Your objection, therefore, ||they have said of the Roman Carno.ic Cuurcu. | 
then against my infallibility on this score, originated | Chillingworth, p. 265, lib. cant. sect. 20, p. 528, calls 


the church of Rome, “the true church, the Catholic 
church, the only true church.’ Calvin in Gratul. calls | 


Lu- | 


tholic Divines constantly teach, that general councils | ther lib. con. Anabap., confesses, that ‘there is very 
confirmed by the Pope, cannot err either in explain-|| much good to be found in the papacy, nay, very | 
ing matters of faith, or precepts of morality, wherein | good christian thing, and that from thence they were | 


the whole church is concerned.’ Lib. 2, de conc. et || derived unto us. 


Eccl. ec. 2. 


cellinus,’ continues Dr. Brownlee. ‘The calumni- 


In the papacy there is true chris- 


* But then there yet remains Pope Mar- || tianity, nay, what is more, the very kernel of chris- 


tianity.” Your answer to this will be, of course, that | 


ous charge against Marcellinus,’ answers the church, || Luther was yet a ‘half monk, and without his full 


‘originated with the Donatists. You say he was. 
condemned for idolatry.” The illustrious St. Austin | 
says in his work, De uncio Baptis. cont. Petilianum, | 
c. 16, “ Lapsum Marcellini Donatist quidem Catho- | 
licis objecerunt ; sed crimen commissum esse hacte- | 


nus non probaverunt ” Of Marcellinus, Theodore- || sidered as such by all enlightened Protestants, was | 


| 
} 





| 
} 


measure of the Spirit.’ 

It is painful to be obliged to expose your ignorance 
where you ought to be better informed. Are you! 
not aware, Sir, that the Vulgate, which you call the | 
worst of ai) translations, and which you say is con- | 


tus thus writes, lib. 1, c. 3, viz. ‘ persecutionis tem- || partly made and partly corrected by the first biblical | 


poribus magna gloria nobilitatia.’ ‘But what am I || scholar, and one of the greatest and most holy men, 
|| who ever lived, St. Jerome. 
‘You are not || copies, of the Hebrew, Chaldaic, Greek and Latin, | 
| together with the Polyglots of Origen were to be had. | 
That this version has been constantly in the hands | 
(of the Western church in all its extent during fifteen | 
Theology, which I would not advise you to approach || centuries. 
at this advanced period of your life, you may go to| that the Hebrew and Greek originals have been dur- 


to do with all your folios, and those enormous heaps 
of stuff that lave floated down on the wind and mi-| 
asmatic air of nearly 1260 years ? 

scholar enough to approach these folios. Learn your 
catechism first. That you will find to be the same, 
from ‘Indus to the Pole,’ and if you wish to study 


| 
| 
You ought to know that | 
. . | 
this version -was made when the best and purest | 


You ought to know on the other hand, | 


one of my Universities, and after becoming acquaint- || ing many ages in the hands of wandering Jews, and 
ed with the language of my Liturgy and of my || divided oppressed Asiatics, and that therefore you | 
Schools, of which you have already a little smatter-|| cannot possibly answer for the changes they may | 


ing, you may form some acquaintance with Saints || have undergone. 


Jerome and Augustine, and the others. You might 


This circumstance ought to cause | 
you to observe deep silence on this point. Our re-| 


also in a few months become acquainted with my || marks on your translations, and the spurious copies 


decrees concerning faith and morals. 


All that is || from which they have been made, are reserved for 
necessary for you as a plain simple man, is to know || another occasion. Are you ignorant, that the mos: 
the summary of christian doctrine, which you will | learned Protestants in Biblical criticism, such as Mill 
find in the hands of every Catholic child in this city. || in his prolog. p. 142. 


Walton, Polyg. c. 10, and! 


This will give you a more perfect idea of the relig-|| others, have professed the greatest esteem for the | 


ion of my holy founder, than you can ever expect to | 
acquire from the polluted commentaries of Calvin, | 
Luther, &c. Remember my child the Scriptures are | 
the word of God, that the church is the spouse of | 
Christ. Though the Scripture is the truth itself, that | 





the church is the ground of truth. Though the Scrip- || per plurimi feci, non modo quod nulla dogmata in- 


ture is the laws, the church is the kingdom of Christ. | 
This kingdom must be governed by that law, but) 


that law must be interpreted by the representatives || notwithstanding this mass of respectable testimony, | 
|| the preacher of the Middle Dutch church tells us 


of that kingdom.’ 





. | 
Latin Vulgate. ‘They acknowledge it to be farther | 


removed from the suspicion of prejudice and parti- ||" 


ality than any other versions. See Dict. Histor de 
Feller—article Jerome. The learned Grotius writes | 
of the Vulgate, thus: *‘ Vulgatum interpretem sem- | 


salubria continet, sed etiam quod multum habet in| 


se eruditionis.’ Grot. in annot. in Vit. Test. And, | 


You assert, Rev. Doctor, that our rule originated || that the Vulgate is the worst of all possible transla- 


with ‘an ignorant, debased and enslaved generation 
of men in the dark ages.’ 


| 
| tions—Quid Domini facient, audent cum talia fures. | 
Recollect that the devil || | 


To see Protestants, who know their Scriptures on | 


is the father of lies, and that he will claim those as || the authority of the church, classing among the Apoc- | 
his own, who prove themselves to be his true chil- || rypha, some of the books contained in our canon, | 


dren. 


What, Sir, our rule of faith ‘ got up by igno- || which we have on the same authority as they, and | 


rant, debased and enslaved men’ in the middle ages! || under better circumstances, is a paradox, which to | 


Is this, Sir, your judgment of the most ancient fa-| us is passing strange. 


ther, Irenzeus, or did he live in the dark ages? His | 
words, Rev. Sir, are truly expressive. Mark them. | 
‘If there be any disagreement among christians con- 
cerning any controversy in religion, what other 
course is there to be taken than to have recourse to 
the most ancient churches, and to receive from them 
what shall be certain and manifest.’ Iren. lib. 3, c. 4. 
You who invite us to come with you to Christ and to | 
desert ‘ boly Mother,’ will say that Origen was born | 
in the middie ages, and that he was an ignorant fool, | 
when he wrote as follows: ‘ As often as the heretics 
produce the canonical books, they seem to say, be- 
hold God is made the inmate of your houses ; but 
we ought not to believe them, nor to stray from the | 
older ecclesiastical tradition, nor to believe other-| 
wise, than according to what has been delivered to 
us by the succession of the church of God.’ Orig. 
Hom. in Matt. 29. 

Were you better acquainted with Protestant the- 
ology, we would have been spared great trouble, and 
we should have the satisfaction of grappling with ar- 
gument, instead of barefaced assertion. Bancroft, 

i of Canterbury, says in the preface to his 
book, éutitled ‘an acta colloquii Belgardensis res- 
ponsio, part 1, p.21, We must hear what the church 

say and determine in matters of controversy, 
for God has bound himself to his church, that men 
by her good direction, might in matters of doubt be 
relieved.’ Doctor Field, in his Sermon, 8th of Feb. 
1588, says, ‘ seeing the controversies in religion in 
our time are grown in number so many: in nature 
so intricate: that few have time or leisure: fewer 
strength of understanding to examine them: what. 
remaineth for men desirous of satisfaction in things 





Our canon of the Scriptures | 
is the only one, which is founded on the universal | 
tradition of the church. The council of Laodicea, | 


|| the greatest authority on which Protestants rely for | 


their canon omits the Apocalypse, and Rufinus is | 
the only ancient writer who mentions the books as | 
you have them. 
The 3d council of Carthage, held in the year 397, | 
examined the tradition of the church, with regard to | 
those books about which there was any doubt or dif- 
ference of opinion, and found all the books recom- 
mended in our canen. In the 47th canon, the coun- 
cil defines our books to be canonical, saying, ‘ we 
received from our fathers, that these books are to be 
read in the church.’ Pope Innocent the First, who 
lived A. D. 401, was requested by Exuperius, Bishop 
of Toulouse, to tell him what books were canonical, | 
sets down in the 7th Epistle, all our book. St. Aus- 
tin, lib. de. doctr. christiana c. 8, does the same. 
After him comes Pope Gelasius, A. D. 492, who con- 
firms our canon. After Gelasius comes the sixth 
general council, A. D. 680, in which our books are 
defined; and lo and behold, the preacher in the 
Middle Dutch church rejects this canon, because he 
knows, from the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that 
some of the books are apocryphal or fabulous ! ! ! 
Your quotation from Bellarmine is an old calum- 
ny. It has been renewed by Southy in his book of 
the church. The passage is found in the Treatise 
of Bellarmine De Romano Pontifice lib. 4, c. 5, of 
the Lyons edition in fol. 1596. We refer our read- 





ers to this place as it stands in the book, and there 
they will find that Bellarmine merely states a pro- 
position ; controverts it, and proves it to be errone- 
ous, by shewing that if it were true ‘it would autho- 





Vou. TH 
rise the Pope to make virtue vice, and vice virtue’. 
You say, that the Pope has been called * Gog* 
Your rule of faith, Sir, styles kings, princes and 
magistrates, Gods. Read Calvin’s commentaries 
the passages in the Psalms, in which Solomon is cq}. 
led ‘God’ judges are called ‘ Gods.’ 

In order that your hearers im the Middle Duteh 
church may see how easily the Seriptnres can proye 
their own infallibility, which is undoubtedly a point 
of great importance, we beg leave to refer them to 
the following passages: Matt. 1, v.17, it is said, «aj 
the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations: and from David until the carryin 
away into Babylon, are fourteen generations: and 
from the carrying away into Babylon, unto Chri 
are fourteen generations. In the first 14, Abraham 
is the first, and David is the last. Solomon they 
must begin the second fourteen, and Jechonia’s jg 
the last. The first in the third fourteen is Salathiel, 
and the last is Christ. Now poor weak human rea. 
son tells you, that you must find twelve generations 
between Salathiel and Christ, or else infallibly, you 
have not fourteen generations, as St. Matthew says 
you have. St. Luke, giving the genealogy of Christ, 
says, c. 3, v. 35, 36, ‘Salah which was the son of 
Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad.’ Now look 
to Genesis 11, v. 12, and you will find these words, 
‘and Arphaxad lived five-and-thirty years and begat 
Salah.’ Whereas St. Luke says, that Salah was the 
son of Cainan. 2 Kings, ec. 8, v. 26, we read, ‘two 
and twenty years old was Ahasia, when he began to 
reign.’ Now turn to 2 Chronicles, c. 22, v. 2, and 
you will read ‘ forty and two years old was Ahasia, 
when he began to reign.’ Now, Rev. Doctor, be 
pleased to shew us the infallibility of the Scriptures 
by your rule of faith, notwithstanding the contradic 
tions here noticed. 

Again, we ask you, that the ‘christian public’ may 
judge, though ‘we are neither judge nor jury,’ to 
return to the great point not yet proved—your rule 
of faith. Discard your ‘ squinting.’ Tell us how 
you know the Bible to be the word of God. How do 
you know which books were written ‘by divine in- 
spiration ? Does the Bible contain the whole of the 
word of God, or does it not? Then solve the diffi- 
culties involved in Luther’s rejection of a part of the 
inspired Scriptures. Look to Wesley and the Arian 
cobbler, &c. &c. Ke. Do this and our letters will 
be much shorter. Do this and you will please the 
learned among your ‘friends.’ You will please 
| your obedient servants, Joun Power, 
New York, Marcu 12, 1833.. Tuomas C. Levins. 
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Interments in the Catholic burying-ground since the publi- 
| cation of the last “ Jesuit.” 

| Mary Elizabeth Cummings, aged 6 months ; Thomas Tobin, 
| aged 44 years; Margaret Byrne, 27 years; Timothy Driscol, 
| 34 years; Mary Agnes Gaffey, aged 32 years; John Calla- 
ghan, aged 27 years. 











A CARD. 


ILLIAM P. M’KAY, would avail 
himself of this opportunity to re- 
turn his sincere thanks to his patrons and 
the public generally, for the liberal share 
of support which they have been pleased 
to confer on him since his commencement 
@ é in business, 2nd would respectfully solicit 
‘ A a continuance, at the same time assuring 
them that he bg Spare no pains nor personal attention to ren- 
der and execute the smallest favor bestowed in his line at once 
the most reasonable and satisfactory, and feels a degree of plea- 
sure and confidence in saying that the articles now offered for 
sale to the ladies and gentlemen cannot in point of quality and 
price fail to please. Fine gold plated lockets; fine do. jet, pearl, 
chaste and plain finger rings; fine do. pearl, jet & paste broochs, 
harp, shamrock, rose, cross and other patterns; silver thimbles; 
do. toothpicks ; do. tea spoons, plated table and tea, do. ; satin 
stone necklaces ; scissors ; spectacles ; penknives ; ladies and 
gentlemen’s gilt morocco pocket books with and without clasps; 
rhadiographic three slit pens, with and without German silver 
cases and ivory handles; double and single ivory and horn 
pocket combs ; watch chains, seals, keys and trimmings gene- 
rally ; warranted English watches, from 14 to $25 each; do. 
eight day gilt and mahogany timepieces, &c. 
March 23. eptf s 


INFORMATION WANTED 

F Francis Donohoe or Dunceher, a native of the parish of 
© Ardagh, county Longford, Ireland, who arrived in St. 
John’s, New Brunswick, together with his sister, Mrs. M Cauly, 
in Aug. 1831, and came to the U. States in April last. His 
sister, Mrs. M Cauly, is very anxious to hear from him, or to 
know where he resides. Any information respecting him, di- 
rected to Mrs. M’Cauly, care of Wm. Gleeson, East Cambridge, 
Mass. will be thankfully received. March 9. 


NEW CATHOLIC MUSIC BOOK. 
HIS is now in the press, or rather under the stamping 
hammer, and will be published as soon as the work can 
be executed. Price to subscribers, $2 per copy, one half to be 
paid in advance, and the balance on delivery of the book ; to 
non-subscribers, $2,50 cts. cash. Any person procuring five 
efficient subscribers shall receive one copy gratis. March 16. 
JOH!) NUGENT, — 
Gy ieee Cabinet Furniture, Chair, Feather Bed, and 














Mattress Warehouse, No. 25 & 27 Cornhill, late Market 
Street, Boston. 
N. B. J. N. would recommend to persons from the country 
wanting to purchase Furniture, to call as above and examine 
for themselves, before they purchase elsewhere. Jan. 5. 


MELROY---TAILOR, 

No. 12, East Conner Warren Avenue, CHARLESTOWN, 
ESPECTFULLY informs his friends and the public that 
1B he carries on the above business with the strictest atten- 
tion to punctuality. He flatters himself that from his experi- 
ence in the various branches of his profession, he shall be ena- 
bled to give the utmost satisfaction to those who may please te 
honor fn with their commands. Navy and Military work 

done in a first rate style, and with despatch. Feb. 2. 
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